Planning Observation from Reston and Auchencrow Community Council
Re: Proposed Development at Braeheads, Reston
Date of Community Meeting: Monday 27th October, 
Time: 19:30, 
Location: Reston Village Hall.
Number of Attendees: 38 local residents
In response to community concerns, Reston and Auchencrow Community Council convened a public meeting on 27th October to discuss the proposed development of the field near Braeheads, Reston. The meeting was well attended by 38 residents representing a broad demographic, including local landowners, parents of school-aged children, and residents directly affected by flooding in recent years.
Plans for the development were made available for public viewing, and guidance was provided on how to submit individual observations via the planning portal. Support was offered to those unfamiliar with the process, and all attendees were encouraged to contribute their views.
The following key themes and concerns emerged from the meeting and are submitted as a collective observation on behalf of the community:

1. Flooding and Drainage Concerns
• 	14 comments raised concerns about historical and ongoing flooding in the Braeheads and View Park areas.
• 	7 of these were from residents who have experienced repeated flooding incidents.
• 	The existing drainage infrastructure is reportedly inadequate, with multiple accounts of blocked drains and raw sewage backflow into gardens.
• 	Scottish Water has previously confirmed that the current sewage system is at full capacity.
Particular concern was expressed for six homes located at Braeheads, which are older properties without modern foundations. Residents fear that the proposed development could exacerbate flooding risks and cause structural damage to these vulnerable buildings. This would directly impact six families, potentially leading to costly repairs, displacement, and long-term safety issues.
• 	One home in particular has been regularly affected by flooding and poor drainage, resulting in significant financial costs to mitigate the damage. The current owner has installed a private Sustainable Urban Drainage System (SUDS) in their garden, and the previous owner resorted to digging a personal drainage ditch to divert water away from the property.
• 	If the proposed development proceeds as currently planned, this drainage ditch would be lost, as the land it occupies is designated to become the back garden of one of the new properties. With no mitigation measures outlined to prevent flooding in this area, the existing home will be directly and adversely affected, increasing the risk of water ingress and structural damage
2. Traffic and Road Safety
• 	8 residents expressed concerns about increased traffic, particularly around the school area, raising the risk of accidents involving children.
• 	The roads through Reston are already narrow and congested, especially at the railway bridge near View Park.
• 	The junction with the A1 was described as unsafe, and increased traffic from the development could exacerbate this risk.
3. Public Transport and Accessibility
• 	Residents highlighted the limited availability and reliability of public transport, including infrequent bus services to nearby towns and the train station.
• 	Concerns were raised about the lack of sustainable transport options to support new residents.
4. Healthcare and Education Infrastructure
• 	The community noted existing strain on local GP services in Eyemouth and Duns, with difficulties in securing appointments and parking.
• 	A shortage of dental services in the area was also highlighted.
• 	Concerns were raised about the impact of additional housing on local schools, particularly in light of proposals to reduce the size of Eyemouth High School and relocate the primary school to its upper floor.
• 	It was felt that the planning process had not adequately consulted with relevant public service providers.
5. Utilities and Services
• 	Two residents reported issues with electrical capacity in the village, questioning whether the infrastructure could support additional housing.
• 	The lack of information on how utility services would be upgraded was a common concern.
6. Scale and Suitability of the Development
• 	Many attendees felt the proposed development was too large for the area.
• 	A preference was expressed for a smaller-scale development of 16–20 houses, if any, with some residents opposing development on this site altogether.
• 	Alternative sites within Reston or nearby towns were suggested as more appropriate locations for new housing.
7. Safety and Community Amenities
• 	The lack of pavements near the school was flagged as a safety issue, particularly with increased traffic.
• 	The proposed development is located at the opposite end of the village from existing play areas, with no recreational space planned nearby.
8. Environmental and Ecological Impact
• 	Residents noted the absence of a comprehensive environmental survey.
• 	Concerns were raised about the potential presence of protected species, including various newts and bats, in the proposed development area.
• 	Reports of asbestos found in the field raised health and safety concerns, with speculation that remnants of an old building may be buried on site.
9. Housing Design and Sustainability
• 	The proposed plans did not include any bungalows, limiting options for elderly residents or those with mobility challenges.
• 	There was no indication of sustainable building features such as solar panels or air source heat pumps, which residents felt should be standard in new developments.

Conclusion
The Reston and Auchencrow Community Council respectfully submit this observation to reflect the collective concerns and feedback of local residents. The community is not opposed to development in principle but strongly urges that any proposals be proportionate, sustainable, and aligned with the capacity of local infrastructure and services. We request that these concerns be given full consideration in the planning process.
Submitted on behalf of Reston and Auchencrow Community Council Date: 01/11/25
